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12 February 2018 

For Immediate Release 

GRANT RECEIVED TO DELIVER A CERT III IN HOSPITALITY 

King Island Council recently received funding through the Foundation of Rural and Regional 
Renewal, sponsored by Dominoes to pilot a vocational Tafe course through TasTAFE. The aim is to 
deliver a Cert III in Hospitality to students on the Island this academic year. 

With 50% of the Island’s workforce over the age of 50, it is imperative that the community entice 
its youth to stay on the Island, and how better to do that than through an education program that 
ties into a growth industry. One that will not only benefit them individually, but their families and 
the community as a whole. 

King Island has seen a significant increase in the number of visitors to the Island since the 
introduction of two new golf courses. The challenge now is to make sure that golf visitors stay on 
the Island and don’t just fly in of a morning, play their round of golf, and fly out that same evening. 
Keeping them on the Island for a longer period of time will ensure that money is injected into the 
broader community.  

“My challenge and what I see as being the focus of my job here is to make sure that it is the Island 
that benefits from growth” said Council’s Economic Development Officer Helen Thomas. “If this 
Island is going to get an economic boom in terms of tourism, golf and an increase in food production 
– it should be the islanders that benefit from it most of all.” 

Bringing TasTAFE to the Island and providing an opportunity to obtain formal qualifications in 
hospitality will mean that the visitor experience will be improved. Not only are visitors going to get 
the quintessential King Island welcome (that laidback, friendly, let me welcome you into my home 
and tell you where the best fishing spots are), but also the best practice, professional side of the 
hospitality industry that residents can obtain through the TasTAFE course. 

“This presents a fabulous opportunity for people who want to make hospitality a career” said Helen. 
“King Island could really become a place where if you say to anyone around the world “I trained in 
hospitality on King Island” that will be your ticket into the big jobs, because they will know you were 
trained with a demanding visitor base and a fabulous product that had to be sold well.” 

The first step in delivering this project will be contacting past students of King Island District High 
School who benefitted from the bespoke education program delivered around the School’s Rock 
Café. 
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