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Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

GPO Box 308  HOBART  TAS  7001  

Phone (03) 6230 2111 

Email commissioner@police.tas.gov.au 
 

Our ref: A20/108085 

 
 

5 June 2020 

 

Mayor Julie Arnold 

King Island Council  

kicouncil@kingisland.tas.gov.au  

 

 

 

Dear Julie 

 

On 15 May 2020 the State Controller re-issued Directions relating to King Island, Flinders Island and 

Other Islands in the Furneaux Group of Islands.  Those directions are in addition to the Directions 

relating to persons arriving in Tasmania re-issued on 21 May 2020.  Both directions are publicly available 

on the www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au website. 

 

As you are aware, the above directions were intended to provide additional protections to the Bass 

Strait Island communities who were identified as particularly vulnerable to the potential impact of 
COVID-19.  You have advocated quite rigorously for those protections on behalf of King Island Council 

and the King Island Community.  The appropriateness of the directions relating to the islands were 

closely monitored and reviewed on a weekly basis.  The outcomes of those reviews were reported to 

you as requested. 

 

On 3 June 2020 the State Controller received a copy of correspondence addressed to the Premier 

jointly signed by you and the Mayor of Flinders Island Council requesting that the additional restrictions 

applying to the islands be lifted. 

 

The State Controller requested the Director of Public Health to conduct a further review of the 

arrangements in respect to travel to the islands.  Consequently, the advice to the State Controller 

given the current epidemiological situation regarding COVID-19 in Tasmania and the inherent risk to 

islanders, is that his Directions relating to King Island, Flinders Island and Other Islands in the Furneaux 

Group of Islands could be rescinded.  This would also involve a re-issue of the Directions relating to 

persons arriving in Tasmania to remove the requirement that island residents returning from interstate 

must quarantine in a government facility for 14 days. 

 

The State Controller intends to rescind the Directions relating to King Island, Flinders Island and Other 

Islands in the Furneaux Group of Islands effective at 3.00 pm on Friday 5 June 2020.  The Directions 

relating to persons arriving in Tasmania will also be re-issued.  The effect of these changes essentially 

means that travel restrictions relevant to the Bass Strait Islands are the same as those applying to 

persons arriving elsewhere in Tasmania and there will be no requirement to quarantine for people 

travelling to the islands from mainland Tasmania.  Information will be released to the media and available 

on the www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au website advising the public of this change. 

 

I trust that above will be well received by Council and those who have raised concerns. 

 

While the easing of state-wide restrictions is appropriate at this time, I am sure that you appreciate 

the situation regarding COVID-19 remains very dynamic and it is important that we are able to respond 
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quickly should cases of the virus be detected.  You can be assured that the situation regarding the Bass 

Strait Islands will continue to be closely monitored and appropriate response arrangements will be 

enacted should the need arise to protect your communities. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

S A TILYARD 

Deputy State Controller 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


